Begun last year, the project has already recorded a reduction in energy and materials consumption and nearly one million dollars (US$) in annual savings. Second, the Secretariat is consulting with the cement sector in each of our three countries to explore a common framework for monitoring and reporting pollutants. This stems from the discovery of significant inconsistencies in national reporting revealed as a result of our Taking Stock analysis. Similarly, we continue to explore linkages with the Cement Sustainability Initiative of the World Business Council for Sustainable Development, building on their experience in developing common monitoring and reporting protocols for greenhouse gases and criteria air contaminants.
North American Environmental Atlas -In the past year, officials and scientists from each of our three countries, in collaboration with the Secretariat, succeeded in developing two new data layers for addition to the suite of North American Atlas basemaps: one that depicts the major North American drainage basins or watersheds; and another that depicts an enhanced version of the terrestrial ecological regions of North America. For the latter, it should be noted that the depiction of levels I and II of the terrestrial ecological regions was itself a groundbreaking accomplishment for the CEC when first published in 1997. The most recent addition of level III data is significant not only for the greater specificity and utility of such basic environmental information but also for the fact that the entire data set has been adjusted to be fully compatible with the digital North American Atlas Framework. These new maps, together with complementary marine ecological maps (to be available soon), will support a common continental perspective for environmental assessment and ecosystem management.
Conservation of Biodiversity -Similar progress in the implementation of the CEC's 2003 Strategic Plan
for the Conservation of Biodiversity should be noted. This past year saw the publication and implementation of six North American Conservation Action Plans (NACAPs). These are the first of their kind. They are a model for trinational conservation designed by the governments of Canada, Mexico and the United States in cooperation with scientists, academics and environmental groups. The selection of the species of common conservation concern, terrestrial and marine, was based on a variety of factors, including a common understanding of the threats faced by each species, its geographic location, profile and feasibility of success.
Sound Management of Chemicals -
The SMOC initiative has been a significant vehicle for international cooperation and progress since the outset of the Commission's activities. This progress has continued this year, as for example the presentation of the lindane action plan for Council's approval at this Regular Session. Officials of each of our countries have been working diligently to define the future of this initiative, as outlined in the SMOC new directions paper that will also be presented for Council's consideration.
Information for Decision Making

Managing CEC Environmental Information
Following the 2005 Council Session, a comprehensive, draft Framework for Quality Assurance was developed with the help of the Information Experts team. Practical implementation of the Framework within the Secretariat is nearing completion. A CEC Quality Management Policy was developed and adopted, Quality Assurance Project Plans and Data Quality Assurance Project Plans, and associated procedures were developed, integrated into the project planning cycle, and incorporated into the presentation of the Operational Plan for 2006. Comprehensive procedures and standards for review and quality assurance of publications and information products have been developed to accompany the Policy and incorporated into a consolidated CEC Quality Assurance Policies and Procedures document. These procedures are being implemented for 2006 program outputs. Practical measures, such as formal document identification numbering and version control, are in development, along with a tracking system to increase transparency and efficiency in the consultation and review process, and management information on Quality Assurance status and progress.
Mapping North American Environmental Issues
A review of datasets held by the CEC has been completed, with an assessment of their potential to support the North American Environmental Atlas and the requirements for their being made compatible. North American power plant emissions data have been made compatible with the Atlas, and demonstration "mapped outputs" have been prepared. Steps are underway to prepare quality-assured databases linked to the North American Atlas Framework for power plant emissions and air quality measurements in major cities. The CEC continues to encourage and facilitate cooperation among the three national Atlas programs in the continued development and improvement of the North American Atlas basemaps. To this end, in December 2005, the Secretariat facilitated a meeting hosted by the United States Geological Survey of the three agencies to reinforce the importance of this seamless continental map base for the CEC and to discuss priorities for future cooperative development. The agencies reported on progress on a new data layer that delineates the boundaries of river basins, and the CEC has subsequently provided coordination and editorial assistance in the preparation of a hard-copy version of the map. The digital basemap, as the 10th layer in the series, is expected to be ready for release through the Atlas agencies (and the CEC) by mid-summer 2006.
An update of the CEC's 1997 ecoregion map of North America was completed through trinational cooperation sponsored by the CEC. This new version (subject to final tripartite review) has now a complete, seamless and consistent third level of detail for ecoregions across all three countries. The information has been entirely adjusted to be integrated with the North American Atlas Framework series. The geo-spatial database is complete and will be ready for final review and release in mid-2006 and the descriptive material accompanying the ecoregions is expected to be completed by the end of the year.
The completion of the watersheds and terrestrial ecoregion mapping means that North American decision makers now have available important new additions to the suite of layers that permit the analysis and presentation of environmental issues on a continental basis in ways that inform and support cooperative trilateral approaches. The geo-spatial files for these maps will be added to the NAAF series and made available for download through the National Atlas facilities as well as from the CEC web site.
Work to expand the ecoregion mapping to the marine environment is also in progress. The marine ecoregions are now mapped and described at three levels, in parallel with the terrestrial mapping. Technical work to adjust the geo-spatial files to the North American Atlas Framework will be completed by the end of June 2006. The marine ecoregions will be released in the Atlas Framework series as soon as the ecological descriptive material is finalized and linked to the ecoregions. 4
Enhancing North American Air Quality Management
The Other CEC air activities in 2005 included support for the development of the first-ever North American marine air emissions inventory, a compilation of 10-year air quality trends for several air pollutants in key North American cities, and an overview of air monitoring capacity and needs in "clean areas" of North America outside urban centers.
Monitoring and Assessing Pollutants across North America
With the support of the World Bank, a North American Blood Biomonitoring Program of first-birth mothers in Canada, Mexico and the United States is well underway. Using multiple laboratories and comparable and compatible sampling and analysis protocols to ensure consistency across the three countries, samples are being analyzed for PCBs, pesticides, toxic metals and dioxins and furans. This project will assist Mexico in developing a limited baseline set of data on maternal blood and assessing potential environmental "hotspots" in Mexico where elevated concentrations of these chemicals are likely to be found. It is anticipated that this data will provide practical information for making decisions on risk management priorities and selecting substances for future monitoring efforts. Maternal blood samples, collected in Canada and Mexico, are being analyzed while data from comparable studies in the United States will be submitted for review. Preliminary results will be presented in summer 2006, with a peerreviewed trinational report expected in early 2007.
Assisted by the CEC, Mexican researchers have developed and submitted an extensive review of the status of the country's monitoring and assessment of many priority substances. In addition, an initial compilation of information from "grey literature" (e.g., unpublished datasets and academic theses) regarding priority substance monitoring in Mexico has been completed. In combination with the expertise of North American scientists, these reports will contribute to the development of a proposal to seek assistance from international funding institutions to enhance Mexico's monitoring and assessment infrastructure and capacity. In April 2006, the CEC convened a select group of monitoring and assessment experts to outline the key elements of a Mexican monitoring framework. A larger workshop to further refine the program and develop the appropriate preliminary drafts of a funding proposal is planned for the fall of 2006. The overall goal is to enhance continental comparability and compatibility of toxics information from which the Parties can make decisions relating to risk reduction and sustainability.
The CEC's work on monitoring and assessing pollutants includes a year of passive air sampling for POPs at eleven sites in Mexico, the development of a dioxins and furans monitoring network in Mexico, and analysis for metals and POPs of fish tissue samples collected at various locations in Mexico for metals and POPs. However, the continued operation of the two certified Mercury Deposition Network monitoring sites in Mexico has been terminated due to lack of available funding.
Tracking Pollutant Releases and Transfers in North America
The The Action Plan provides a framework for addressing a number of technical issues to promote data comparability and compatibility among all three countries. In addition, the Secretariat prepared a background document to guide discussions at the meeting, especially issues regarding the Taking Stock report and the integration of Mexican data.
The Secretariat is preparing Taking Stock for the reporting year 2003, and expects publication release in July 2006. This edition will include a special feature chapter on the cement industry in North America. Information for this special feature has been collected from the governments, industry associations, cement facilities, and NGOs. Interviews and consultations have been held with these groups to verify the data and to collect information on pollution prevention activities. Customized searchable access to the data sets will be available through the Secretariats's Taking Stock Online web site <http://www.cec.org/takingstock>.
After many years of development, Mexico has put in place the mandatory Registro de Emisiones y Transferencia de Contaminantes (RETC) and for the first time will publish data in 2006. This long-term effort follows the commitment of Council, in June 1997 (CR 97-04) to enhance the comparability of North American PRTRs. The inclusion of Mexican data will greatly enhance the ability to assess, on a continental basis, information on the sources, quantities, and handling of pollutant releases and transfers. In addition, Semarnat is in the process of developing the Norma Oficial Mexicana (NOM) to finalize the legal underpinnings of the Mexican PRTR (RETC). The CEC's PRTR program will provide technical support for the development of the NOM.
The Secretariat and Parties have undertaken outreach efforts to engage industry in PRTR discussions. An important challenge is to identify industry needs and support accurate reporting in Mexico. The Secretariat has initiated work with industry to promote common methodologies on a regional level for monitoring and reporting pollutant releases. Discussions are underway with the cement sector and the World Business Council for Sustainable Development to promote the development of a North American reporting protocol for toxic substances. Plans include promoting this work with other sectors and to assist Mexico in preparing guidance documents for accurate industry reporting in Mexico.
The CEC's Toxic Chemicals and Children's Health was published on 17 May 2006. The report underwent a comprehensive review process, including review by the former Expert Advisory Board on Children's Environmental Health, a panel of experts designated by the Parties, the Parties themselves, and the public. This report follows the publication of the report on indicators for children's health and the environment (published 26 January 2006).
Reporting on the State of the North American Environment
This project was approved in May 2006 and implementation is just beginning. 6
Capacity Building
Strengthening Wildlife Enforcement Capacity
In February 2006, the Secretariat and the wildlife enforcement agencies in North America delivered a seminar via videoconference on the use of the Internet in combating illegal trafficking in protected flora and fauna. Officers in attendance at seven different locations participated in exercises to asses the scope of illegal trafficking of protected species, and discussed methods and approaches for addressing this growing problem. The seminar supported the wildlife enforcement agencies' efforts to strengthen their intelligence and investigative capacities. In addition, the seminar served as a pilot test to evaluate the costeffectiveness of facilitating exchange of information and delivering training activities through the use of videoconferencing.
The Secretariat is working with the wildlife enforcement agencies to update the CEC publication, North American Wildlife Forensic Laboratories. The goal is to gather and disseminate to the wildlife enforcement community and stakeholders information concerning wildlife forensics centers in North America. The final product is expected by the end of the year and will be disseminated through the CEC website.
The Secretariat also facilitated a forum for interagency information exchange and regional priority setting to enhance wildlife enforcement capacity in North America. Among other outcomes of this forum were a draft protocol to address the manner in which wildlife enforcement agencies in North America alert each other of information of mutual concern and draft guidelines for the return of seized wildlife specimens. Both documents are being reviewed by the wildlife enforcement agencies.
The Secretariat and the wildlife enforcement agencies have initiated the development of a three-year North American training initiative to address their capacity building needs and priorities. Particular emphasis will be placed on working with Mexican wildlife officials to identify a framework to develop and institutionalize their wildlife enforcement training program.
Improving Private and Public Sector Environmental Performance
The North American Pollution Prevention Partnership (NAP3) met in Vancouver during the JPAC public session to discuss the Clean Electronics Pollution Prevention Partnership (CEP3) project. In that meeting the scoping work and the proposed project approach were presented and discussed with representatives of the US, Canadian and Mexican electronics industry. After incorporating the recommendations received, the final report was delivered. A NAP3 meeting is expected to be held in June 2006, taking advantage of the Canadian Pollution Prevention Roundtable event in Halifax, to discuss further steps.
Regarding the "greening of supply chains" component of this project, the CEC completed the first phase with the participation of 28 small and medium-size suppliers to Colgate-Palmolive, Bristol-Myers Squibb, Janssen-Cilag and Clarion in Mexico. Preliminary results show opportunities for economic savings of around US$ 1 million/year, 15,300 m 3 /year in water savings, avoided CO 2 emissions of 632.5 ton/year, and the saving of 112 tons of paper and cardboard per year, among other benefits. A progress report has been prepared and will be delivered during the Council Session. The CEC is now approaching its partners and large companies in Mexico to initiate activities with second-tier suppliers, diversifying industry sectors, and taking into consideration lessons learned during the first phase of the project.
Concerning the third component-environmental management capacity development for Querétaro-a study on legal aspects for environmental auditing decentralization was conducted and is being discussed with Profepa and Querétaro's Secretaría de Desarrollo Sustentable (Sedesu).
Building Local Capacity for Integrated Ecosystem Management and to Conserve Critical Species and Spaces
To support the decentralization process of the Mexican government in the area of wildlife conservation and management, the CEC partnered with the Dirección General de Vida Silvestre to train state and local wildlife officials from the following border states: Baja California, Sonora, Chihuahua and Baja California Sur.
More than forty instructors from the United States, Canada and Mexico (USGS, US FWS, Texas Fish & Game, New Mexico Fish & Game, Environment Canada, Canadian Wildlife Service, INE, Semarnat, Conanp, Conabio, and from several universities and NGOs), trained thirty-five "students" from the four northern states during a two-week-long course. Topics ranged from economic valuing of biodiversity to wildlife certification and regulations.
An information clearinghouse "Naturamerica" was created to provide access to current information about the CEC biodiversity projects, as well as cross-linked information on ecoregions, organizations, and species.
Sound Management of Chemicals
The 
Trade and Environment
On 31 
Promoting the North American Renewable Energy Market
The Secretariat, in collaboration with the Parties, has invited more than 40 experts from the three countries to serve on the newly created Renewable Energy Experts' Committee (REEC Minutes of REEC meetings and conference calls, the list of REEC members, as well as documents created under this project, are available in the three languages at <www.cec.org/energy>.
The White Paper, to be presented at Council, contains recommendations for the Parties and the CEC on how to foster renewable electricity in North America. In conjunction with the Cuernavaca REEC meeting, a mapping meeting was held to discuss the report reviewing gaps in resource mapping for renewable energy in North America. As a result of that meeting, three subcommittees were created to develop interoperable North American maps of solar, wind, and biomass energy in North America.
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The CEC was invited to present its renewable energy work to the Canadian Hydro-Power Association, the Green Industry Network, and the US NAC/GAC during their meeting in Washington, DC, on 6 April 2006.
Encouraging Green Purchasing
The North American Green Purchasing Initiative (NAGPI) implementation plan details activities to be undertaken to promote green procurement of cleaning products, office supplies (fax and copying machines and paper) and renewable electricity. The plan was approved in mid-September. Activities have focused on facilitating a multi stakeholder process to develop fact sheets for the procurement community on the purchase of renewable electricity and green cleaning products. The cleaning product activities included a pilot project with the provider of janitorial services to Semarnat, as well as with the cleaning product industry in Mexico to develop environmentally preferable cleaning products. As a result, Semarnat is now able to develop a greener procurement policy for its janitorial services. To develop these fact sheets, the NAGPI has continued its monthly conference calls and has met twice face-to-face-once in November in Montreal, and again in February 2006 in Miami in conjunction with the Chlorine-free Paper Association Annual Summit that is usually attended by many NAGPI members. The Green Office Supplies subcommittee hosted a consultation meeting with paper stakeholders on the margins of the NAGPI annual meeting in Montreal.
Revisions to make the Eco-SAT web-based green procurement policy self-assessment tool more userfriendly were well received. NAGPI members have started sharing the tool with their stakeholders and the CEC will launch a promotion campaign to let potential users know the tool is available.
Harnessing Market Forces for Sustainability
This project has been approved for 2006 but activities will only start once the Parties agree on which species, habitats, or other projects such as SMOC or PRTR will be supported through it.
Trade and Enforcement of Environmental Laws
The Secretariat worked with the US-based National Center for Manufacturing Sciences and the Monterrey Institute of Technology to complete Mexico's portion of the Border Compliance Assistance Center web site <www.bordercenter.org>. The site provides useful information for those involved in hazardous waste trade between the United States and Mexico. Currently the Secretariat is designing a plan to promote the site among the maquiladora industries in Mexico and get their feedback to improve the site.
In November 2005, the Secretariat organized an International Symposium on the Judiciary and Environmental Law in close collaboration with the governments, and with the participation of Panamericana University and UNEP's Regional Office for Latin America. While the primary focus of the event revolved around environmental-judicial issues in Mexico, participation of judges from the United States and Canada brought an international perspective to the discussions. The symposium offered an opportunity to share experiences on how different court systems in North America handle environmental issues, both substantively and procedurally, and provided a forum to learn about principles of domestic and international environmental law, share experiences and best practices, and develop a clearer understanding of how environmental cases are dealt with in the judicial systems. Based on the success of the event, the Secretariat is currently exploring opportunities with the Mexican Judicial Institute and the Mexican Institute of Administrative Studies to support courses for judges on environmental law.
Guidelines for Risk Assessment of Invasive Alien Species and their Pathways
In collaboration with the Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) in Canada, Conabio in Mexico, and the USGS in the United States, the CEC developed a trinational risk analysis guideline to field-test in North American waters. Fish aquarium trade has been chosen as the pathway of common concern, and the suckermouth catfish (Plecostomus) and the snakehead were selected as the two pilot species.
The Secretariat is supporting the collection, integration, compatibility and analysis of the environmental, economic and social information required by the ad hoc task group during the evaluation phase of this field test.
Ongoing Environmental Assessment of NAFTA
The Secretariat, in collaboration with International Trade Canada and Foreign Affairs Canada, and with support from Hydro-Quebec, hosted the Third North American Symposium on Assessing the Environmental Effects of Trade in Montreal on 30 November-1 December. Over 200 participants from across North America attended this symposium, focused on the impact of investment and economic growth on the environment. Eleven scientific papers, selected by a trinational advisory committee composed of experts from the public and private sectors, were presented by Canadian, American, and Mexican researchers from academia, government, and nongovernmental organizations. A session was added to the program to present, in collaboration with Environment Canada, Pollution Probe, and Alcan, a practitioners' perspective on drivers of sustainable growth in North America. International Trade Canada held a workshop and public consultation on the environmental assessment of foreign investment promotion and protection agreements in conjunction with the symposium. Proceedings are being released at Council.
The third symposium, like the two previous ones, increased the public's understanding of the effects of liberalized trade on the North American environment. The 10(6) Working Group has agreed that the services sector will be the theme of the fourth symposium. This will be announced during the Council Session. As was the case in the previous symposia, an advisory group will be created to develop the specific terms of references for the call for papers. The advisory group will also help the Secretariat select worthy papers and advise the Secretariat on the organization of the symposium.
Projects completed in 2005
2.4.1 Biodiversity-related Activities
North American Marine Protected Areas Network (NAMPAN)
A North American System for monitoring Marine Protected Areas in the B2B region is currently being developed at a pilot level, in sister MPAs (Vizcaino and Loreto in Mexico, a cluster of MMAs in United States, and Pacific Rim in Canada). MPA managers from the three countries met 21-23 February 2006, in Ventura, California to agree on the sister sites and on common biophysical, socioeconomic and governance indicators for the pilot.
Grasslands Ecosystem Network (Grassnet)
The publication on Priority Conservation Areas (PCAs) of the North American grasslands is currently being developed through a partnership with Nature Conservancy and the University of Regina. The report describes the process followed and the identified grasslands priority conservation areas (GPCAs) within North America's Central Grasslands. This technical report is available at: <http://www.cec.org/pubs_docs/documents/index.cfm?varlan=english&ID=1745>.
North American Conservation Action Plans (NACAPs)
The North American Conservation Action Plans (NACAPs) for the leatherback sea turtle, the humpback whale, the pink-footed shearwater, the black tailed prairie dog, the ferruginous hawk, and the burrowing owl were launched in November 2005. During 2006, NACAP implementation activities that will be pursued under item 2.2.3 are as follows:
• Leatherback sea turtle: an assessment of the impact of artisanal fishing practices along the Mexican Pacific coast on leatherback populations, as well as an evaluation of capacity building needs for fishermen.
• Pinkfooted shearwater: a satellite monitoring initiative began this year to monitor movements and habitat use by pink-footed shearwaters outside the breeding season, as determined by satellite tracking of individual birds.
• Humpback whale: in support of SPLASH, an assessment of the species' population status off the Pacific West Coast, with emphasis on the waters surrounding the Baja California peninsula, is ongoing.
Facilitating Data and Information Sharing across North America and Promoting Integrated Monitoring and Assessment to Increase Understanding of the State of North American Biodiversity
Children's Health and the Environment-Indicators Report
The final report, Children's Health and the Environment in North America: A First Report on Available Indicators and Measures, was released to the public on 26 January 2006. The goal of the indicators report is to provide decision-makers and the public with information on the status of key parameters related to children's health and the environment in North America as a means of measuring and promoting change. The report underwent public review in September and October 2005. It stands as the product of intense work over the past two years with a steering group composed of government representatives as well as personnel from the World Health Organization, Pan American Health Organization, and the International Joint Commission. The report presents national data on thirteen indicators in three general areas: asthma and respiratory disease, the effects of lead and other toxics (including pesticides), and waterborne disease. The report is derived from the material contained in country reports that were prepared by the national governments. This CEC-led effort also forms part of the Global Initiative on Children's Environmental Health Indicators that was endorsed at the World Summit on Sustainable Development. The Global Initiative is led by the World Health Organization, with support from the US Environmental Protection Agency. As such, the report represents a significant regional learning opportunity that may inform similar projects in other parts of the world.
Regional Program of Action on DDT
The CEC continues to be a constituent of the Steering and Operative Committees of the Regional Program of Action and Demonstration of Sustainable Alternatives to DDT for Malaria Vector Control in Mexico and Central America. The CEC role on those Committees is to enhance the environmental aspect of the project and to provide advice, through the capacity developed in Mexico. The elimination of DDT stockpiles in the eight countries will be a great achievement. To do this in compliance with the Stockholm, Basel and Rotterdam Conventions, as recommended by UNEP, the Steering Committee is seeking the best and most cost-effective practices available.
Disclosure of Environmental Information
Work was completed on a "Review of the Current State of Integration of Environmental Research in the Mainstream Financial Community in North America" commissioned by Environment Canada and the CEC. The study assesses the extent to which environmental research is used in company and sector valuations carried out in North America. The report was released during Globe by Environment Canada.
Successful Water Quality Practices
The CEC produced two educational videos and DVDs in cooperation with the Instituto Mexicano de Tecnología del Agua (IMTA) on successful rural water practices in Techuacan and Oaxaca. The videos, Aguaxaca: La Tarea Común para Proteger el Agua and Agua para Siempre: Regeneración Ecológica para el Desarrollo Sostenible will be used as part of IMTA's training program.
Environmental Management Systems
The CEC completed its report, North American Perspective on Common Elements of Successful Environmental Management Systems in Small and Medium-size Businesses, which discusses these systems in the three-country context.
Strengthening partnerships with the private sector
On 5 January 2006, the Secretariat and the EPA organized a meeting in Washington, DC, to explore ways to engage the private sector in CEC activities. Representatives from private sector companies and private sector think-tanks participated in this meeting.
Supporting CEC's Action Plan to Enhance the Comparability of Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers in North America, as of January 2006, the Secretariat engaged into conversations with the Mexican Cement Association, Cemex, the Canadian Cement Association and the Portland Cement Association to facilitate the discussion of potentially developing standardized approaches to emissions reporting in the cement industry in North America. Efforts are being made to include elements of this effort in this years' Taking Stock report by including a specific chapter on the cement industry in North America. The work carried out by the World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD) through its Cement Sustainability Initiative (CSI) will also be mentioned in the report. 
Submissions on Enforcement Matters Article 14 Submissions Status
Since June 2005, the Secretariat has received three new submissions, issued three determinations under Articles 14 (1) and (2), one determination under Article 15(1), recommended one factual record, submitted two draft factual records to Council for its comments, and released one factual record to the public in accordance with Council Resolution 05-09. In addition, the Secretariat is in the process of developing four other factual records and is awaiting Council's vote on whether factual records are warranted for three submissions. A more detailed status update is provided below. 
Draft factual records in development:
The following draft factual records are being developed as instructed by Council: 
Reviewing a new submission under Article 14:
1) SEM-06-002 (Devils Lake) -concerning the United States and Canada's failure to enforce the 1909 International Boundary Waters Treaty by allowing biological pollutants from Devils Lake to cross the US-Canada border and flow into Lake Winnipeg and other Canadian waters.
Administration and Finances
Financial Resources
We 
Internship Program
The purpose of the program is to provide graduate-level students in relevant disciplines the opportunity to contribute to the work of the CEC. The Secretariat has selected three interns who will be at the Secretariat from May through the end of August 2006. They will be assisting the areas of Environment and Trade, the SEM Unit, and Environmental Law.
Communications
Effective and timely communication with program partners, the public and stakeholders is integral to achieving the CEC's mission. The Secretariat employs multiple techniques to equip audiences with information products and to inform them of the Commission's work. During this time we also published, via the web site, some 236 documents related to the work program (including background papers, meeting documents (agendas, presentations, etc.), news releases and other documents), as well as documents produced by the SEM unit, JPAC and Council.
The preceding twelve months provide several examples.
Publications and Distribution
Making most print editions available for download and print-on-demand from www.cec.org, extends the reach of CEC publications while allowing us to control costs by reducing the number of printed copies. Web site visitors from the US and Canada each account for 35 to 45 percent of total monthly visits; Mexico averages between 10 and 20 percent of total monthly visits.
PDF Downloads
From June 2005 to June 2006, visitors to the CEC web site downloaded nearly 28,000 documents from various download pages, for a monthly average of 2,300.
Public Outreach
Electronic -In addition to web site utilization, some 4,100 persons subscribe to one or more of the CEC's general e-mail distribution lists. 
Quarterly Reports
Since the first quarter of 2005, CEC Communications has compiled and published quarterly reports on the extent and impact of its media relations and Internet-based outreach activities. For copies of these reports, see <http://www.cec.org/qcomreports/>.
Media Relations
The CEC has earned media coverage in several leading media outlets over the past twelve months. In January, the release of 
November 2005
Conservation plans unveiled for six wildlife species The Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC), in cooperation with federal agencies, scientists, academics and nongovernmental organizations, today published the first trinational conservation plans ever to be formulated for North American wildlife species.
